
How is space a valuable 
resource to advance our 
vision for teaching and 
learning? 
 



D36 Shared Vision 

 
 

…Empowers every student to flourish in an  
innovative and experiential environment… 





The 
Third 
Teacher 

“An institution is the people and their ways of thinking. If 
you really want to shift a culture, it’s two things: its habits 
and its habitats—the habits of mind, and the physical 
environment in which people operate.” 

-Sir Ken Robinson 



  

Hubbard Woods Resource Center/Makerspace 
Example of Space as the Third Teacher 



Characteristics of Modern, Effective 
Learning Spaces*  
Safety 
Flexibility (Adjacency, Proximity, Connectedness) 
Transparency 
Physical Conditions (Temperature, Lighting, Acoustics, Choice) 
Right-sized Scaled spaces for Experiential Learning 
Innovative Spaces (ex. Makerspaces, Learning Hubs, outdoor 
learning centers) 
 

*Based on research and D36 
educator input 
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Essential Question: How do these 
characteristics impact teaching and learning? 

Safety and 
Supervision 

Integrated 
Learning 

Behavior and 
SEL Support 

Collaboration Differentiation Inspiring 
Aesthetics 

Project Based 
Learning Engagement Student 

Agency 
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How do schools design 
environments spanning 
developmental grade levels? 



Grade Level 
Cluster 

Entry Entry 
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MULTIPLE GRADE CENTERS WITHIN A SINGLE 
BUILDING 



Evidence from 
schools who serve 
many grades.  
What have we 
learned? 
•  Community Building 
•  Multi-age Learning 

Experiences 
•  Leadership 
•  Mentoring 
 


